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CORVETTE C3 UPPER STEERING COLUMN  & SWITCH REPLACEMENT PART AVAILABILITY

The C3 Corvette model ranges from 27 to 41 years in age.  Many steering column replacement parts are no longer available through General Motors nor from most Corvette supply houses.  However, there may be another alternative!  There are millions of function locking, energy absorbing steering columns from that same era that were produced for other General Motors vehicles that utilize many common parts with the C3 model Corvette.  The electrical switches and the upper column head components are two areas where common parts were produced in high volumes.  Your local salvage yard may be able to supply a low cost entire steering column with all the parts you need (unless it was shipped to China for its scrap value during the last couple years!) 

The following suggestions apply only to the upper part of your steering column (the part that sticks out of the instrument panel) and to the switches on the column.  It does not apply to the tubular column parts or to the steering shaft where energy management must occur in a collision.  Because of their critical safety function, the lower parts of the column should only be serviced with known Corvette replacement parts.

1968 was the first year for the C3 Corvette.  However, it did not have a function locking steering column.  In fact, it did not even have a T&T option.  It did have an optional telescoping steering column.  The 1967 and the 1968 Corvettes had a first generation energy absorbing steering columns and were unique from later C3s.  The columns were unique to those two years but only a few parts interchanged between them.  They shared a few parts with the Corvair columns from those same model years.  

The Salvage Yard Approach

If you decide to go the salvage yard route to obtain replacement parts, the good news is that there were literally millions of 1969 through early 1980’s GM vehicles that were produced with steering columns that can donate parts for your Corvette.  The bad news is that even those steering columns are becoming quite rare because of the scrap value to the Chinese market.  Also you will probably be the one that has to disassemble the column in order to get to your needed part(s).  Oh well, practice makes perfect.  All of these GM columns are of the type called “function locking.”  This means that they lock the steering shaft and are somewhat difficult to tear apart.  (Of course this makes your car harder for a thief to steal as well!)  A caution note:  Plastic parts that are 30 years old can be very brittle!  Handle the steering column parts with care.

I have (to the best of my ability) gathered information from engineering drawings and by speaking to people that worked and designed the steering columns used in the C3 Corvette.  Please be aware, a lot of this information is well over 30 years old.  Also, you should always follow procedures and instructions provided from shop manuals and other reliable sources when assembling and disassembling a steering column.

The Salvage Yard Approach (Continued)

For the most part you can consider the upper column parts of your Corvette column to be the same as millions of GM columns of that era.  If your Corvette has a standard (non-adjustable) column then you can generally find a standard GM column to act as a donor.  If you have an early T&T column in your Corvette (1969 through 1976), you will need to find a T&T column from the same general time frame.  If you have a T&T column with a dimmer (1977 through 1982); not only GM vehicles with T&T columns but GM vehicles with TILT columns that have the dimmer bulge on the side can donate turn signal, ignition, dimmer switches, and dimmer pivots.  In 1977, Saginaw Steering Gear Division commonized a large number of T&T and tilt column components to reduce costs.  The telescoping upper shaft and the column lock housing are unique to the T&T but the tilt housing, support, turn signal switch, etc are all common.

One last bit of information:  If a part to be available through GM dealers, then it is generally also available through numerous Corvette suppliers.  You can shop around for the best prices.  I reference certain suppliers when they seem to be the only sources of reproduction parts or may have new old stock (NOS).

Standard (Non-Adjusting) Steering Columns

Standard Column 1968

Turn Signal Switch – 05698520 Available from Lectric Limited Inc.  This switch is also used on 1967 Corvette and 1967-68 Corvair standard and telescoping columns.

Standard Columns 1969 through 1976.

Turn Signal Switch – 1997988 Available from GM.  This switch is also used on 1982-83 Camaro & Firebirds w/std columns.

Ignition Switch  All Corvette standard (non-adjustable) columns used the same GM ignition switch from 1969 through 1979.  Reminder, standard columns have one type switch, adjustable columns have a different switch.  Even though your Corvette wiring harness will connect to either switch, the steering column rod pushes to actuate the standard switch (GM 1990115) into the START position whereas the T&T steering column rod pulls to actuate the T&T switch (GM 1990116) to the START position. 

Ignition Lock Cylinder (1969 – 1978)  All GM columns use interchangeable ignition lock cylinders from 1969 thru 1978 (GM 20071252).

Key Warning Buzzer Switch (1969 – 1979)  Available from GM.  Used on all standard GM columns of that era (GM 7804414).

Standard Column 1977 (with wash/wipe and dimmer pivot)

Turn Signal Switch, Ignition Switch, Ignition Lock Cylinder, Key Warning Buzzer Switch – same as above.

Headlight Dimmer Switch – Common switch for all GM columns (GM 7838234 or 26035239).

Wash/Wipe Switch & Dimmer Pivot – This one year only special w/w switch is the same as the Chevette standard column switch.

Ignition Lock Cylinder (1969 – 1978)  All GM columns use interchangeable ignition lock cylinders from 1969 thru 1978 (GM 20071252).

Key Warning Buzzer Switch (1969 – 1979)  Available from GM.  Used on all standard GM columns of that era (GM 7804414).

Standard Columns 1978 and 1979

Turn Signal Switch, Ignition Switch, Ignition Lock Cylinder (1978 only), Key Warning Buzzer Switch, & Headlight Dimmer Switch – same as above.

Ignition Lock Cylinder (1979 only – screw retained) – GM (7830380).

Dimmer Pivot – Any GM standard column from this era with just a column mounted dimmer (not a wash/wipe turn signal lever) will work. 

Interchangeable Parts – Adjustable Columns

Telescoping Column 1968

Turn Signal Switch - 05698520 Available from Lectric Limited Inc.  This switch is also used on 1967 Corvette and 1967-68 Corvair standard and telescoping columns.

T&T Columns 1969 through 1976

Turn Signal Switch – this part is no longer available from GM.  

Zip Products lists ES-305    

Corvette Steering Service Inc has repro switches for $75.  

M&H Electric Fabricators, Inc lists one as #01893584 for $65

Lectric Limited Inc – VTS6976TEL $65

Paragon Reproductions, Inc  #8547 for $65 

What you need are Corvette, Cadillac, Buick, or Oldsmobile T&T columns from 1969 through 1976.  These columns do not have the dimmer bulge on the left side.   The turn signal and the buzzer switches from these columns should work.  The harness wires may be longer than those on your original switch.

Key Warning Buzzer Switch – The key warning buzzer switch is not available through GM but a repo of the switch has become available through most Corvette suppliers.

Ignition Switch  All GM T&T and tilt columns shared the same ignition switch.  There was only one switch used from 1969 through 1982 (GM 1990116).

Ignition Lock Cylinder  Same part as the standard column above.

T&T “Head Components”  Nearly all of the components from any GM T&T steering column produced within this time frame should be able to supply any of the pivoting and telescoping parts for your Corvette column.

T&T Column 1977 (with Wash/Wipe Switch and Dimmer Pivot)

Turn Signal Switch – 1997984 is the service part and available from GM.   

Key Warning Buzzer Switch – 26022717 available from GM.

Ignition Switch – same as all tilt and T&T columns (GM 1990116). 

Ignition Lock Cylinder & Dimmer Switch – same as standard columns above. 

T&T Column 1977 with Wash/Wipe Switch and Dimmer Pivot (Continued)

Wash/Wipe Switch & Dimmer Pivot – This one year only special w/w switch is no longer available through GM, part number 7827152.  But you still might find some on their parts shelves.  It is the same as the Chevette tilt column w/w switch.

T&T Steering Column 1978 – 1982 (with Dimmer Pivot) 

Turn Signal Switch – 1997984 is the part number and is available from GM.  If you are replacing the switch in a 1977, 78, or 79 T&T you may find that the wiring harness on this switch has three extra 18 gage wires (Brown – terminal A; Orange – terminal B; and Black – terminal C).  1980, 81, & 82 Vettes have front cornering lights and require these extra wires.  It won’t hurt to have the extra wires in the connector that don’t plug into anything on your earlier C3s.

Also the 1983 through 1990 Chevrolet CK (big) pickup truck tilt columns can donate the turn signal, ignition, key buzzer, dimmer pivot, and dimmer switches as well as the tilt support and upper tilt housing w/upper bearing.    

Key Warning Buzzer Switch – 26022717 available through GM.

Dimmer Pivot – There were two different dimmer pivots used in the 1978-82 T&T columns.  The 1978 though mid-1979 pivot used a bent turn signal lever.  The hole in the pivot is at a shallow angle with respect to the instrument panel.  Sometime during 1979 the C3 went to pivot with a steeper angle and the turn signal lever was straight.  

So even though a lot of GM cars and trucks had dimmer pivots, I don’t know which ones would be the same as yours.  Also, it would be best to select a column with dimmer only and not a wash wipe/dimmer since the w/w requires its own unique multi-function turn signal lever. 

Dimmer Pivot Service Part Numbers 

I suggest that you download the following paper for information on these parts. 

http://jimshea.corvettefaq.com/wp-content/uploads/2009/07/tt78-82dimmerpivotsturnsignallevers.pdf

In a Nutshell:

Adjustable Column Ignition Switch  All T&T and tilt columns shared the same GM ignition switch.  There was only one switch used from 1969 through 1982.

Standard Column Ignition Switch  All Corvette standard (non-adjustable) columns shared the same GM ignition switch from 1969 through 1979.  

Ignition Lock Cylinder (1969 – 1978)  All GM standard and adjustable columns use the same ignition lock cylinders from 1969 through 1978.  

Ignition Lock Cylinder (1979 – 1982)  All GM standard and adjustable columns were revised in 1979 to secure the lock cylinder into the housing with a screw.

Tilt Support  The main tilt support (the part where your T&T column head pivots with two pressed in pivot pins and has four screws holding it to the column jacket) are identical between T&T and tilt columns and should be the same from 1969 through 1982.  

T&T Column Turn Signal & Buzzer Switches (1969 – 1976)  As mentioned above, these T&T column turn signal and buzzer switches are basically the same (the only real differences are in the wiring harness lengths) from 1969 through 1976.  

Standard Column Turn Signal & Buzzer Switches  (1969 – 1979)  All standard column turn signal and buzzer switches are basically the same from 1969 through 1979.  The turn signal switch wiring lengths may be different.  

T&T Turn Signal & Key Buzzer Switch (1977 – 1982)  1977 through 1982 T&T turn signal and buzzer switches were the same as tilt column switches in this same time frame (again check the wire harness lengths from columns other than the CK pickup truck.)  

Column Mounted Dimmer Switches  All column mounted dimmer switches had either three or four electrical contact blades.  All Corvettes used only three blades.  (The fourth blade was for flash-to-pass).  Your wiring harness will connect to either one.

Adjustable Column Dimmer Pivot  The 1978 through mid year 1979 dimmer pivot is used with the bent turn signal lever.  The late 1979 through 1982 pivot is used with the straight turn signal lever.  The earlier 1978 pivot may no longer be available through GM dealers.

Standard Column Dimmer Pivot  The standard column dimmer pivots were different from the adjustable columns but followed the same general guidelines as above.

1977 Adjustable Column Wash/Wipe Switch and Dimmer Pivot  This part is the same as the Chevette tilt column switch and pivot.

1977 Standard Column Wash/Wipe Switch and Dimmer Pivot  This part is the same as the Chevette standard column switch and pivot.

A Word About Service Part Pricing

General Motors steering columns have many common parts that are interchangeable between various makes and models.  If you purchase a part from a General Motors dealer you should not be paying a premium for a Corvette part that is common with other GM vehicles.  If a part is available through GMPartsDirect, then it should be available through your local dealer.  You can determine who has the best prices. 

A Word About Disassembling GM Steering Columns

I have written multipage descriptions complete with line drawings that can be very helpful in disassembling standard, tilt, and T&T steering columns.  These papers are available at http://www.corvettefaq.com/ in the Steering Section or by contacting the author direct at JIML82@aol.com

A Parting Word

General Motors had many styles and types of steering columns in the mid-seventies.  Memories can fade, even the best engineering information could have small errors that have crept in over the years.  Please don’t go running for a lawyer to sue my butt if you purchase a cheap donor column and something doesn’t work exactly as I describe.  In fact, if you have a problem, do other Corvette owners a favor and be sure to get back with me so I can update the information and keep it as accurate as possible.

Also, if you have a favorite supplier that has access to steering column parts or complete assemblies and would be a good source to help other Corvette enthusiasts, feel free to share this information.  I will be happy to include additional names of suppliers in my Reference List that follows.  Contact me at:  JIML82@aol.com. 

Please let me know how you make out on projects of this nature.  I would like to update this paper and also my Steering Column Disassembly Papers with the correct part numbers and information.
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References:

The following are a listing of suppliers that have been referenced in this paper.   Many Corvette steering column parts may also be available from traditional suppliers such as Zip Products, Eckler’s, Paragon Reproductions,  Mid-America Designs, Inc, etc.  The reader should shop and compare prices, delivery, reputation, etc in order to best meet your particular needs.

Steering Columns Galore Inc.


Phone:  (888) 326-5866


Websight:  www.columnsgalore.com 

Dr. Rebuild


(Orders Only) Phone: (800) 866-9362


(Tech Info) Phone:  (203) 366-1332


Websight:  www.docrebuild.com
GM Parts Direct (Flow Chevrolet)


(Order Parts) Websight:  www.gmpartsdirect.com 

(Tech Info) Email:  gmpartsdirect@flowauto.com
Corvette Steering Service Inc 
Tom Reina - President
Phone: (864) 287-9990 
Fax: (864) 287-5324
Websight:  www.corvettesteering.com 

Lectric Limited

Phone:  (708) 563-0400

Websight:  www.lectriclimited.com
M&H Electric Fabricators, Inc

Phone:  562-926-9552

Websight:  www.wiringharness.com
Corvette Forum Mall

http://store.yahoo.com/corvetteforum/c1c3res.html 

P & G Chevrolet

https://www.partszoneonline.com/index.php
GM Tilt Column Steering Services

http://www.gmtiltsteeringcolumn.com/services.html

Willcox Corvette


Orders  1-800-588-3883


Tech Service  1-812-288-7103

Website:  http://www.willcoxcorvette.com
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