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PRODUCTION C3 STEERING WHEELS AND HORN PARTS

Standard and Telescoping Columns - 1968 

Even though the C3 was new in 1968, the steering columns (standard and telescoping) were still carryover from the 1967 C2.  This was the first generation energy absorbing steering column.  My best advise to help find 1968 steering wheels and column parts is to look in the 1967 areas of the Corvette parts catalogues.  I don’t have a 1968 AIM book, but I am reasonably sure that the parts are different than 1969 and later. 

Wheels, Hubs, and Extensions - Standard and T&T - 1969 thru 1975 

All the Corvette catalogues list the same steering wheel (standard and T&T) from 1969 thru 1975 and it attaches to a separate hub with six phillips screws.  The Chevrolet AIM books call out 333590 for T&T and 3952700 for the standard steering wheel.  I do not know the difference between them.  The hubs were different between standard and T&T.  The T&T had a stamped hub extension (cover) that sandwiched between the wheel and the hub.  This extension covered the gap between the column and the hub when the shaft was telescoped 2.1 inches.

Wheel with Integral Hub and Extension - T&T - 1976

In 1976 for one year only, the T&T steering wheel had the hub as part of the wheel.  There was a special extension that screwed to the bottom of the steering wheel to cover the 2.1 inch telescope gap.

Wheel with Integral Hub - Standard Column - 1976 through 1979

It appears that the 1976 standard steering wheel with the integral hub was used on all standard steering columns from 1976 through 1979.  (T&T was the only steering column available after 1979.)  Eckler’s advertises a steering wheel adapter hub, horn button, a generic emblem and an adapter cover (A6995) and adapter rings (A6996P-polished or A6996B-black) to adapt 1963 to 1982 Corvette steering wheels to these standard columns.

Wheel, Extension, and Hub - T&T - 1977 through 1982

The T&T wheel was leather wrapped and a great improvement over previous years.  It bolted to the same hub used in 1969 through 1975 Vettes.  The extension was shortened but again was sandwiched between the wheel and hub.  It was shortened because the column only telescoped 1.3 inches and also the extension would have hit the dimmer pivot bulge that appeared on the steering column in 1977.  If you use this extension on the older columns that telescoped 2.1 inches, you will have a slight gap that is uncovered if you telescope your column all the way rearward toward the driver.  If you try to use an older extension on a 1977 or later column, you will need to cut it back by 0.8 inches so that it does not interfere with the dimmer pivot bulge.  This interference will also prevent you from telescoping the column all the way forward (toward the dash.)

T&T Telescoping Hardware

The telescoping "star" screw was the same for all years.  All of the supplier catalogues list the same locking lever, 1969 thru 1975 and 1977 thru 1982.  However, the Chevrolet AIM books call out GM #3949108 lever from 1969 thru 1975.  The lever for 1977 thru 1982 is GM #459083.  I do not know the differences.  The locking lever had a couple flip-flops during the 1977 model year.  Cars 00001 to 13503 had the locking lever painted the steering column (interior) color.  Cars 13504 to 18637 had a brushed chrome locking lever.  Beginning with car 18638 the lever was again painted the column (interior) color.  There was a campaign that directed the dealer to paint the locking lever the steering column (interior) color.  There was a unique locking ring in 1976.

Horn Parts - T&T

All the Corvette catalogues list the T&T horn contact as being the same part from 1969 thru 1982.  However, the 1976 AIM book lists the horn contact as being unique for that one year.  Since the horn button assemblies snap into the horn contact, all the T&T horn button assemblies should interchange (except for 1976.)  The horn button was the same from 1969 thru 1975.  The horn button emblem, cap, and retainer were all unique in 1976.  The horn button cap and retainer are listed as the same from 1977 thru 1982.  However, there was a campaign on a brushed chrome horn button cap that started 1977 production.  Cars 00001 through 18637 came with the brushed chrome cap.  Beginning with car 18638 the cap was painted the (interior) steering column color.  The campaign directed the dealer to paint the brushed chrome cap the interior color.  The emblem was the same from 1977 thru 1982 except for 1978 when there was a special 25th anniversary emblem.

Horn Parts - Standard Column

All the parts are the same from 1969 thru 1975.  All the parts are the same from 1976 thru 1979.

Also available from the author or posted on the websight where you obtained this document are six pictures from the Corvette AIM books that should assist you in understanding the written descriptions of the various steering columns, steering wheels, and horn parts.  They are as follows:

Std Column 69-75 Strg Wheel and Horn Parts #1
Std Column 69-75 Strg Wheel and Horn Parts #2
Tilt & Telescoping 69-75 Steering Wheel and Horn Parts
Std Column 76-79 Strg Wheel and Horn Parts 
Tilt & Telescoping 76 Steering Wheel and Horn Parts
Tilt & Telescoping 77-82 Steering Wheel and Horn Parts
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