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SAGINAW STEERING GEAR COMPONENT DATE STAMPING & ALPHA CODE STICKERS

Saginaw Steering Gear Division, GMC had a consistant policy for date coding the day that one of their components was assembled or tested. 

All of the listed parts were manufactured at Saginaw, Michigan and shipped to the Corvette St. Louis or Bowling Green Assembly Plants.  If the car originally came with power steering; and none of the components have been replaced through the years; you would expect that the date codes on all of the components would be BEFORE the vehicle build date of your Corvette and within a month or so of each other. 

If a power steering system was "pieced together" by a dealer, you would expect that there would be considerable variation in component date coding.


ASSIST CYLINDER
The original assist cylinder drawing shows a date stamp on the side of the seal housing: "STAMP DATE CODE ON THIS SURFACE WHEN CYLINDER IS TESTED CODE 000 0
000 DAY OF THE YEAR 001 THRU 365
0 LAST DIGIT OF THE YEAR (2 FOR 1962 ETC)
Note because of the single digit for the year, the component could have been assembled in 1962, 1972, or 1982
There was a change on the drawing which stated that the date code location was changed in 1987. But it doesn't indicate the original location.


POWER STEERING PUMP
The power steering pump would have a date code stamped on the pump reservoir: "STAMP DATE PUMP IS TESTED ON THIS SURFACE OF RESERVOIR BODY NEAR FILLER NECK. 000XX0
000 DAY OF YEAR (1 THRU 365)
X ASSEMBLY SHIFT (A, B, OR C)
X ASSEMBLY STATION (L OR R)
LAST DIGIT OF YEAR (1 FOR 1971, ETC)
If you are extremely lucky, there might be a sticker on the pump with the part number 7808286. I think that this would be the correct part number from the 1970 model year thru 1973. The sticker would be located on the driver side of the reservoir neck.


MANUAL STEERING GEAR
The drawing that I have was created in 1974. So I am not sure as to what changes might have been made between 1970 and 1974. The 1974 drawing has a metal tag attached to the one side cover bolt that is located on the driver side of the gear.  The 1974 metal tag would have the part number "7819668" and the standard GM date coding for the 1974 through 1982 gears:
MANUFACTURING DATE CODE TO BE STAMPED ON TAG IN THIS AREA - CODE 000 0
000 DAY OF THE YEAR (1 THRU 365)
LAST DIGIT OF THE YEAR (5 FOR 1975)
I am sure that the part number for a gear manufactured before 1975 would NOT be the 7819668 part number that is on the 1974 drawing. It would guess that the original part number would be like 7812xxx 


VALVE AND ADAPTER (CONTROL VALVE)
According to my 1974 Valve and Adapter Assembly (control valve) drawing, the date stamp should be on the metal clamp that holds the rubber boot on the stud. Typical GM date coding:
STAMP DATE ON SEAL CLAMP WHEN VALVE IS TESTED CODE = 000-0.
000 DAY OF YEAR (1 THRU 365)
0 LAST DIGIT OF YEAR (4 FOR 1974)

STEERING COLUMN DATE STAMPS

1967-68 steering columns (both standard (non adjustable) and the telescoping column) were date stamped on the metal steering column cover just below the steering wheel on the underside of the column at the 6 o’clock position.

MFG. DATE CODE TO BE STAMPED ON COVER AT FINAL ASSEMBLY WITH .09 HIGH CHARACTERS….  CODE 000 0 0

000 DAY OF YEAR 001 THROUGH 365

0 SHIFT DESIGNATION (“A”, “B”, OR “C”)

0 LAST DIGIT OF YEAR (8 FOR 1968 ETC)


1969 through 1982 steering columns (both standard (non-adjustable) and the tilt & telescoping column) were date stamped on the steering column tube approximately 4 inches up (toward the driver) from the plate that attaches to the floorpan at the 7 o’clock position.

MFG DATE CODE TO BE ROLL STAMPED ON JACKET AT FINAL ASSY WITH .12 HIGH CHARACTERS IN THE AREA.  CODE 000 0 0

000 DAY OF YEAR (001 THRU 366 MUST BE A THREE DIGIT NUMBER

0 SHIFT DESIGNATION (A, B, OR C)

0 LAST DIGIT OF YEAR (6 FOR 1976, ETC)

STEERING COLUMN PART NUMBER AND ALPHA CODE STICKERS

1968 Steering Columns

The alpha code and part number sticker was located on top (at the 11 o’clock position) of the steering column tube just above (toward the driver) the capsule bracket.

Telescoping Column  CE 7803910

Standard Column  TO 7803909

1969 Columns

The alpha code and part number sticker was located on the underside (at the 6 o’clock position) of the steering column tube in the engine compartment between the lower bearing and the plate that attaches to the floorpan.

Standard Column  TO  7807829

Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7807828

1970 through 1982  Columns

The alpha code and part number sticker was located on top (at the 12 o’clock position) of the steering column tube just below (away from the driver) the ignition switch.

1970 Standard Column  TO  7807890

1970  Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7811526

1971-72 Standard Column  TO 7810769

1971-74 Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7813150

1973-74 Standard Column  TO 7815668

1975-76 Standard Column  TO 7818952

1975 Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7818860

1976 Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7825117

1977 Standard Column  TO 7826685

1977 Tilt & Telescoping  CV 7826686

1978 Standard Column  TO 7828869? – alpha code and part number not specified on assembly drawing.

1978 Tilt & Telescoping CV 7828827

1979 Standard Column  TO 7830894? - alpha code and part number not specified on assembly drawing.

1979 Tilt & Telescoping  DK 7831078

1980-82 Tilt & Telescoping  TC 7833812

It is kind of interesting that there was not a concern about the decade that the component was dated.  The date coding was mostly concerned with warranty - not longevity.
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