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MANUAL STEERING GEAR ASSEMBLIES AND SERVICE COMPONENTS 

AVAILABLE THROUGH GM DEALERS AND SUPPLIERS

The following gear assemblies and component parts are available through GM dealers and various Corvette suppliers to service the C2/C3 Corvette manual steering gears (1963 through 1982).  There are two changes that were made to the manual gear during the C3 model run that could affect your rebuild.  

The first change involves the side cover.  From 1963 through 1969 the side cover was made from cast iron.  Most had the words “Check>Lube” cast on the cover.  If you want to meet NCRS standards, you will need to retain your original cast iron cover because it is no longer serviced.  If you are not concerned with originality, the later aluminum side cover can be used on any manual gear.

The second change does involve interchangeability.  From 1963 through early 1969 the gear input shaft was ¾ inch diameter with 30 serrations all the way around (known as a “full round” input shaft).  Sometime during the 1969 model year, the input shaft was changed to serrations with a milled flat.  The design of the flexible coupling was changed at that time to include a flat so that it would mate correctly with the new input shaft.  If you own a 1969 vehicle, you will need to check the input shaft on your manual gear to determine if it is full round or does it have a flat.  Therefore, there are two flexible couplings one from 1963 to early 1969 and the other from late 1969 through 1982.  

NEW OR REBUILT FULL GEAR ASSEMBLIES

All the major Corvette suppliers advertise new or rebuilt manual steering gears.  The Zip Products and Eckler’s catalogues state that they will rebuild your gear if you send it to them.  You can still purchase a new gear assembly through GM dealers.

REBUILDING KITS

Zip Products lists a rebuilding kit complete with seals, bearings, races, a gasket, shim kit, and 54 ball bearings for the worm and nut (SC-638)  $79.00.

Dr. Rebuild lists a rebuilding kit (same parts as above): (6800202)  $47.25.

CorVette Steering Service Inc. (websight not currently available) listed gear rebuilding kits in June 2002: 

Reg Kit (balls, seals, shims, bushings, gasket, and 2 ball bearings) (R63) $39.00

Deluxe Kit (all of the above plus 2 bearing races and end plug) (D63)  $55.00 

Rick’s Unlimited advertises a kit with bearings, spacers, and seals (STE301) $59.95. 

Only Dr.Rebuild lists the following:

Aluminum Side Cover with 3 bolts and installed bushing (6800210)  $39.75

Adjuster Lock Nut (68002112)  $2.25.

WORM SHAFT AND BALL NUT ASSEMBLIES

Zip Products offers a worm shaft and ball nut assembly: 

1963-69 Worm gear assembly – round shaft  (ZSC-81) $195.00

1970-82 Worm gear assembly – flatted shaft  (ZSC-418)  $169.00.

Dr. Rebuild offers a worm shaft and ball nut assembly:

    
63-69 Worm Assy  (6800234)  $138.95

    
70-82 Worm Assy NOS (6800238)  $225.00

GM does not service the worm shaft and ball nut.

GM does not offer a complete rebuilding “kit” that I could find.  They do list individual components.

FLEXIBLE COUPLINGS

Flexible couplings are available from GM dealers as well as from several suppliers.  The following flexible couplings are from Zip Products:

1968-early 69 Coupler, Lower Flange  – round shaft (SC-377) $55.00

Late 1969-82 Coupler, Lower Flange  – flatted shaft (ZSC-378) $55.00

The www.GMPartsDirect.com websight lists the following parts and components as being available from them (or any GM dealer).  Most of these parts are also available from Dr. Rebuild.

Component Name


GM Part Number
GM List     GMPartsDirect

Manual Strg Gear Asm

7819668

$452.70
$258.04

Seal, Worm Shaft


5674114

$16.30

$9.29

Seal, Pitman Shaft


7801626

$13.13

$7.48

Side Cover Service Kit

7806748

$48.15

$27.45

Gasket, Side Cover (May be in Kit)
5666734

$19.24

$10.97

Gear, Pitman Shaft


7812838

NA

NA

Nut, Pitman Shaft


5667628

$8.38

$4.77

Adjuster, Lash (Bolt)


7802482

$5.34

$3.04

Lash Adjuster Shim Kit

605142

$17.19

$9.80

Bushing, Pitman Shaft (2 in kit)
266316

$12.24

$6.98

Race, Thrust Bearing (2 Req’d)
5666683

$21.67

$10.84

Bearing, Thrust (2 req’d)

5666693

$6.73

$3.36

Lubricant, Chassis (case of 10)
12377985

$9.12 each
$5.20 each

Flexible Coupling (68-early 69)
7806391

$57.98

$33.00

Flexible Coupling (late 69-82)
7818568

$70.49

$40.18

The above prices are from GMPartsDirect as of (Jan 3, 2003).  They do not include their shipping charges.  You may want to compare prices from your local dealers as well.

I have a large collection of Corvette part supplier catalogues and brochures.  However, I don’t profess to have all of them from every supplier or even the most up-to-date catalogues.  So feel free to contact your own favorite vendor and don’t complain to me if retail prices are different from what I have quoted. 


JIML82@aol.com
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